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The Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST),

which includes VPK through grade 10 Reading an

VPK through grade 8 Mathematics assessments,

will be administered as a progress monitoring

assessment, which students will participate in

three times per year. B.E.S.T. assessments that are

not part of the FAST progress monitoring program

include grades 4-10 Writing and end-of-course ol
(EOC) assessments in Algebra 1 and Geometry.”

—From the Florida Department of Education J
\.

What is FSA?

The FSA is the Common Core-based, end-of-year, high-stakes Florida Statewide
Assessments. The assessments are intended to assess students’ level of understanding
of the Florida Standards in ELA and Mathematics and the Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards (NGSSS) in order to provide important information to parents/guardians,
teachers, policymakers, and the general public about how well students are learning.
Results are then reported at the student, school, district, and state levels. Score reports
provide performance levels in major categories and courses and the percentage of
passing levels as well as the scale score ranges for each performance level by grade. For
a detailed explanation of the FSA and how it is scored and reported, see Understanding
Florida Statewide Assessment Reports.
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https://fsassessments.org/-/media/project/client-portals/florida/pdf/understanding-florida-statewide-assessment-reports.pdf
https://fsassessments.org/-/media/project/client-portals/florida/pdf/understanding-florida-statewide-assessment-reports.pdf

What is FAST?

In September of 2021, Governor DeSantis announced a proposal that would end the FSA
and replace it with the new Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) which aims to
eradicate Common Core and move to a growth-based progress monitoring system. The
goal behind FAST is to remove Common Core end-of-year standardized assessments
and implement a progress monitoring system that facilitates individual growth and
supports students in reaching their academic goals. In March of 2022, DeSantis signed
bill SB 1048 to implement the new required FAST system in the 2022-23 school year.

Switching to the FAST progress monitoring system is intended to bring increased school
accountability by providing the information needed to help parents and teachers
support student growth. Florida will be the first state to switch from end-of-year
assessments to this new system of monitoring which will include three much shorter
tests administered in the fall, winter, and spring. This is intended to provide feedback to
students throughout the school year and allow them to demonstrate their growth on an
individual basis. FAST proposes to reduce testing time by 75% and increase time for
teaching and individual student achievement. FAST is aligned to the Benchmarks for
Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards. To see a clear breakdown of how FAST
differs from the FSA, see this infographic.

The intention behind FAST is to allow students the opportunity to take three shorter tests
throughout the year which will take less time and provide them with feedback to help
them grow and make personalized academic progress throughout the school year
rather than waiting until the end of the school year to take a single test. The idea of
progress monitoring is that intervention can be made sooner rather than after the
school year is over.

How to Prepare for FAST

There is still uncertainty about FAST and how its implementation will affect students and
teachers in Florida. Much remains to be seen about the true nature of this progress
monitoring system and how it will work in the classroom. While we cannot yet know how
students will be affected, we can do our best to be prepared. What we do know is that
FAST is aligned with Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards and that students need to be prepared
with adequate standards-aligned instruction and individualized practice in order to
achieve success. Educators, parents, and students can also seek resources from the
Florida Department of Education’s FAST Portal to learn more about the FAST assessment
process at each grade level.

Progress Learning is committed to providing standards-aligned instruction in Florida. We
have made it our priority to stay abreast of all updates to state standards and have
already begun to provide B.E.S.T.-aligned materials to our Florida users. Progress Learning
is a solution for Florida educators to provide quality standards-aligned instruction and
support to their students so that they will be prepared for whatever the FAST has in store
for them. With individualized study plans and skills practice, built-in accommodations,
new tech-enhanced items, multiple question types, an extensive library of questions for
each standard, and easily customizable assessments and assignments, Progress
Learning provides a powerful resource to support Florida learners.



https://www.flgov.com/2021/09/14/governor-desantis-announces-end-of-the-high-stakes-fsa-testing-to-become-the-first-state-in-the-nation-to-fully-transition-to-progress-monitoring/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/03/15/gov-desantis-signs-bill-that-eliminates-fsa-in-public-schools-but-state-teachers-union-not-happy/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/03/15/gov-desantis-signs-bill-that-eliminates-fsa-in-public-schools-but-state-teachers-union-not-happy/
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/1.png
https://flfast.org/fast.html
https://progresslearning.com/news-blog/new-benchmarks-for-excellent-student-thinking-b-e-s-t/

EOC Assessments

EOC assessments are computer-based, criterion-referenced assessments that measure
the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards, Florida Standards, or
the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) for specific courses, as outlined
in their course descriptions.

All students completing Algebra 1 or Geometry courses in 2022-23 and beyond will take
the B.E.S.T. EOC assessment. The Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) Algebra 1EOC
Retake will continue to be administered until students for whom it is their graduation
requirement have completed four years of high school. The FSA Geometry EOC
Assessment was administered for the final time in Fall 2022. The science and social
studies NGSSS EOC assessments (Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History) will continue to be
administered for students completing applicable courses.

Statewide Science Assessment

The Statewide Science Assessment measures student achievement of the

Next Generation Sunshine State Standards in science. Students in grades 5 N
and 8 participate in the statewide science assessment. Achievement Levels

for Science were established in 2012 through a standard-setting_process.

How Does Progress Learning Help You Prepare for the Florida FAST?

From a Secondary study (link to full study):

e MCcREL International conducted a rigorous, external evaluation of the impact of
the Progress Learning platform on sixth grade mathematics achievement, using
a quasi-experimental (matched comparison) design, which is aligned to Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) evidence standards for providing Tier 2 Moderate
Evidence. The outcome of interest was scaled scores of sixth grade students on
the mathematics subscale of the Florida Standards Assessments (FSA).

e MCREL's research found that schools using Progress Learning had their FSA
scores in sixth grade math grow by a substantially larger amount than those of
non-user schools.

Progress Learning schools scores increased by 3.15 points,
compared with an increase of 0.38 points for non-user schools

Progress Learning Users

Non-users
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https://www.cpalms.org/Public/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/fsa.stml
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/stard-setting.stml
https://progresslearning.com/resources/proven-results/6th-grade-research-summary/

How do | create practice FAST tests in Progress Learning?

For Florida, we have put together practice FAST assessments. These assessments have
been designed to closely match Florida B.E.S.T. Standards and mimic the types of
questions students will come across on test day. With these assessments, we aim to
provide students with the most authentic practice test experience possible.
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Progress Monitor Beginning, Middle, and End-of-Year Data and
Growth for the Florida FAST Assessments

The FAST Assessments will be given three times within a school year.

How it works

Adaptive intervention
identifies the lowest skill
gaps down to a

Liftoff Kindergarten level.
(2nd-8th Students begin working on
Grade) those skills to quickly
recover and be successful
in their on-grade-level
standards.
Students can work on
on-Grade- individual Study Plans for

subject areas to track
overall mastery of
standards.

Level Review

Integrations

Liftoff integrates with NWEA
MAP. NWEA MAP RIT scores
can be easily imported
into Liftoff for beginning
and middle-of-year
assessments to provide
practice for the identified
concepts students need
support and practice.

Students can progress
monitor growth and
determine which skills and
standards need review for
upcoming assessments by
earning green dots. Dots
that are yellow or pink
need further review and
practice.

Reports

Liftoff provides growth
reports with starting grade
levels and current grade
levels to track overall
growth throughout the
school year.

Progress Learning offers
progress reports with Quick
Click Remediation and
Item Analysis in which
teachers can quickly
assign the targeted skills
and standards students
need to practice.

To support and intervene after students take the practice test, see the following guides:
e How do | access and use my teacher Progress Report?

e How do | view Quick Click Remediation questions assigned and results?
o How does an ECE (K-1) student complete independent practice?

o How does an elementary (2nd-5th)_student complete independent practice?

» How does a student in secondary (6th-12th) complete independent practice?


https://help.progresslearning.com/article/2tk7rskvkj-how-do-i-access-my-teacher-progress-report
https://help.progresslearning.com/article/d0lgklwbzn-how-do-i-view-suggested-practice-results
https://help.progresslearning.com/article/x0aqt0q5bw-how-does-a-student-complete-independent-practice
https://help.progresslearning.com/article/usaue6ay68-how-does-an-elementary-2-nd-5-th-student-complete-independent-practice
https://help.progresslearning.com/article/yzd7r6bb2y-how-does-a-student-in-secondary-6-th-12-th-complete-independent-practice

Our Question Types
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Ready to learn more?

Visit www.progresslearning.com or contact us at info@progresslearning.com



http://www.progresslearning.com/
mailto:info@progresslearning.com
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